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Born in Glasgow, Alexander Stuart served both in the 
> >. Royal Navy, and following his immigration to America, 
Ports of Call in the Union Navy. As a marine artist he favored steam 

; . and naval subjects. He worked for several years for the 

Corrections shipbuilding firm of Harlan and Hollingsworth, 

painting portraits of the ships they constructed. 


On 15 February 1898, the battleship USS Maine 
exploded and sank in Havana harbor. The origin of the 
explosion was suspected to have been a submerged 
mine. The incident led President McKinley to ask 
Congress for the authority to intervene in Cuba, and 
war was declared on Spain on 25 April 1898. Recent 
research has suggested that the explosion was possibly 
caused by a smoldering fire in a coal bunker that 
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The Master-at-arms flogs a sailor who 
is secured hands and feet. The 
drummer sounds rolls as "cat" lashes 
descend. Captain, first lieutenant, and 
doctor head the officers and crewmen 
required to witness the punishment. 
Gunner William H. Myers painted 
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bar our advance."' Eventually, the crew relented 
and assisted with the photograph. 


The album containing this photograph was origi- 
nally owned by Henry Upham Jeffries, a partner 
in Russell, Sturgis and Company. It appears in 
Capturing Poseidon: Photographic Encounters with 
the Sea, an exhibit on view at the Peabody Essex 
Museum through April 11, 1999. 
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